The genus Geranium L. comprises about 380 species distributed throughout most of the world. South America is the richest area of the world, with over 130 species. Most of these species belong in subg. Geranium. The exceptions are section Brasiliensia R. Knuth (Aedo 2001a ) included in subg. Erodioidea (Picard) Yeo and some non-native representatives of subg. Robertium (Picard) Rouy (Aedo et al. 1998 ). The genus was monographed by Knuth (1912) , but no recent revisions for South America are available. Aedo (2000 Aedo ( , 2001b revised Geranium in North America and Moore (1943) in Central America, but there are no native species in these revisions that occur south of Panama. In pursuit of my aim to prepare a comprehensive monograph of the genus I have studied some groups of Geranium from South America (Aedo 2001a , Aedo et al. 2002 , 2003 , 2005 . One of these taxonomic revisions was that of Geranium sect. Neoandina Aedo resulting in the recognition of 22 species (Aedo et al. 2002) Herbs 20-69 cm tall, perennial, procumbent. Rootstock 0.9-2.7 mm diam., 6 vertical; with short vegetative stems. Leaf lamina 0.9-2.1 cm long, 1.3-2. 3 cm wide, polygonal in outline, cordate, palmatifid (divided for 0.80-0.94 of its length), usually glabrous on both sides, with antrorse, eglandular cilia 0.1-0.2 mm long on the margin, each segment ending in 1-3 bristles 0.3-0.8 mm long, sometimes 6 hairy on abaxial surface, not coriaceous (6 herbaceus); segments 5, lanceolate, sometimes obtriangular (with lanceolate lobes), 0.7-1.2 mm wide at the base, 1(3)-lobed at the apex (ratio main-sinus length of the middle segment / middle-segment length 5 0.46-0.58); petioles to 2.7 cm long, with retrorse, appressed, eglandular hairs 0.1-0.4 mm long; stipules 7.5-11.7 mm long, 1.1-2.5 mm wide, lanceolate (with a setaceous apex 2.8-4.3 mm long), papery, reddish, with eglandular hairs on abaxial surface and on the margin, glabrous adaxially, ending in 1-3 bristles 0.4-0.8 4-8. 3), with 5 glabrous lobes. Seeds 1.5-2 mm long, 0.9-1.3 mm wide; hilum 1/6 as long as the perimeter (Fig. 1) .
Habitat and phenology. Paramo, in moss on wet sites along water courses or boggy areas dominated by shrubs and frailejons, 2900-3700 m. Flowering between May and October. 
Distribution. Colombia (departments of Boyacá and Cundinamarca

Etymology. Named in honor of José Luis
Ferná ndez Alonso, co-collector of the type, as well as some paratypes.
Discussion. Geranium alonsoi is an endemic to Central Colombia. Of the Geranium that grow in Colombian paramos, it resembles most closely G. sibbaldioides subsp. elongatum (Wedd.) Aedo, from which it is easily distinguished by its longer cymules which much overlap adjacent leaves. Cymules of G. alonsoi present a well developed peduncle, a pair of bracteoles, and a pedicel, while in G. sibbaldioides subsp. elongatum cymules are restricted to a short pedicel. Additionally, leaves of G. alonsoi are glabrous or with scattered hairs on abaxial side and margin, and less deeply divided those of G. sibbaldioides subsp. elongatum, which has abundant hairs at least on abaxial side. Fruit of G. alonsoi is shorter than in G. sibbaldioides subsp. elongatum.
Geranium costaricense also resembles G. alonsoi. Upon closer inspection, however, the difference between them become apparent, with leaf segments 3-9-lobed at apex, not deeply divided, short cymules (ratio cymule length/leaf length 5 0.4-1.4) , and a rostrum with a narrowed apex in G. costaricense versus leaf segments 1(3)-lobed at apex, deeply divided, long cymules (ratio cymule length/leaf length 5 (1.9) 2.6-4.2) , and a rostrum without narrowed apex in G. alonsoi. In addition, the geographical ranges of G. costaricense and G. alonsoi do not overlap at all: the first species is endemic to Costa Rica and Panama.
Species of Geranium sect. Neoandina known from Colombia, and more or less sympatric with G. alonsoi, are indicated in the key by an asterisk in order to facilitate identifications.
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